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PREFACE
Medical and pharmaceutical sciences are inextricably connected through their com-
mon denominator: the patient. Although it seems so logical that these two disciplines 
work together, translational medicine, which is the interdisciplinary research field 
that focuses on accelerating discovery of diagnostics and treatments and implement-
ing (i.e. translating) these into clinical practice, is still relatively young and unex-
plored.
When two (or more) parties engage in collaborative efforts, the result can be more 
than just the sum of two. In ballet, dancers follow their choreography, musicians their 
score. The synergy of the two coming together is what intensifies and elevates the 
audience experience. Such synergy is what medical and pharmaceutical scientists can 
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